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NEW BID FOR PEACE BY HUN POWERS REPORTED;
FRANCO-AMERICANS CRUSHING ENEMY DEFENSES
MAXIMILIAN PROPOSES

GENERAL SUSPENSION OF
HOSTILITIES, SAYADVICES

Asks Allied Terms.Ready to

Accept Wilson Principles,
Declares One Dispatch.

BERLIN'S ALLIES IN ACCORD;
AUSTRIA APPROACHES U. S.
LONDON, October 5..Prince Maximilian, the

imperial German (iiancellor, in the Reichstag today em¬

phatically declared that the new government stood on the

basis of a jjist peace, regardless of the war situation.

By ihf* Associates Press.

A powerful movement apparently is under way in Germany
for a general armistice and peace. The new German chancellor.
Prince Maximilian of Baden, is reported to have proposed or to

he on tlie eve of proposing a general suspension of hostilities, the

appointment of plenipotentiaries to meet at a neutral place for
the discussion of a league for arbitration and disarmament and
the forwarding of a request to the entente allies for their terms.

It is furthermore reported that the German chancellor has ex¬

pressed his willingness to accept President Wilson's fourteen

peace conditions.
Austria-liungarv, through its minister at Stockholm, is re-

questing the Swedish government, according to advices from
Bern, to transmit to President Wilson a proposal for a general
armistice with the entente allies on land and sea and in the air and
start without delay negotiations for peace. These negotiations
arc to be based on the terms set forth by President Wilson.

A new peace note to be issued by Baron Burian, the Austro-
i Hungarian foreign minister, it is announced, will declare that all
.of President Wilson's terms have been accepted by the dual
i monarchy.

And, finally, from Bern comes the announcement that Ger-
I many, Austria-Hungary and Turkey intend simultaneously to

approach President W ilson with the object of having him make
I representations to the other entente allies for a general armistice
and negotiations looking to peace.

Would End Fighting at Once
and Discuss War Issues

Byf Ptv«>s.
AMSTKKDAM. October 5..The im¬

mediate suspension of hostilities has
been proposed by the imperial Ger¬
man chancellor. Prince Maximilian, in
the reichstag, according: to the Berlin
correspondent of the Tijd. The en¬

tente allies are to be asked to state
Jlieir terms.
The chancellor's proposal embraced

jlIso the dispatch of plenipotentiaries
lo a neutral place to discuss the ques¬
tion of a league for national arbitra¬
tion and disarmament.
The plenipotentiaries are further to

be empowered to discuss the creation
.*t a federal Austria, the right of self-
determination for Russian frontier

states, the restoration and indemni¬
fication of Belgium, autonomy for
Alsace-Lorraine and the return of the
German colonies.
The terms of the entente allies will

be asked at the same time with the
object of forming a basis for the
consideration of these important
questions.
STOCKHOLM. October f> (by the

Associated Press)..Prince Maximilian
of Baden, the new imperial German
chancellor, is willing to accept
President "Wilson's fourteen peace
conditions, according to reports re¬
ceived from Berlin by circles closely
ronnectod with the foreign olftce
here, even though this for many rea¬
sons may not be thoroughly demon¬
strated in his statement before the
reichstag.

Austria and Turkey Join;
) Proposal to Mr. Wilson
JBr the Associated Press.
FAT*IS. October 5..Germany, Aus-

tria-Hungary and Turkey have re¬

solved simultaneously to ask Presi¬
dent Wilson to make representations
in their interest for a general armis¬
tice. and negotiations for a general
peace, according to a Bern dispatch
to the ] lavas Agency.

Proposal to Mr. Wilson.
The Austro-Hungarian minister at

Stockholm lias been charged to re-
«raest the Swedish government to
transmit to President Wilson a pro¬
posal to conclude immediately with
liim and his allies a general armistice
#*nd to start without delay negotia¬
tions for peace.
This announcement is made in a

fciern dispatch to the Havas Agency.
The text of the proposal follows:
"The Austro-Hungarian monarchy,

^rhich has made only defensive war¬
fare and has borne witness several
times to its desire to put an end to
the bloodshed and conclude an hon¬
orable peace, proposes by presenta¬
tion to President Wilson to conclude
immediately with him and his allies a

general armistice 011 land, on sea and
in the air and start without delay ne¬

gotiations for peace.
"These negotiations will be based on

the fourteen points in President Wil¬
son's message of January 8 and the
four points of his speech of February
3 2 (February 11). 1P18, and those
equally of September 27, 19IS."
In transmitting this dispatch the

JF-'^rn correspondent of the Havas agency

ermany and Turkey must take tii«

same step as Austria. Meanwhile the
semi-oflicial news agency at Berlin
withholds the news, evidently await-
insr the meeting of the reichstag,
which will be held this afternoon.
"The imperial chancellor. Prince

Maximilian, certainly will make an
important announcemens in the reichs¬
tag, which has assembled four days
in advance of the regular time.
"The action of the Austrian govern¬

ment has been preceded by a number of
conferences with representatives of
Berlin and Hungary, both civil and
military, and representatives from the
states of the German confederation."

Rejected by Mr. Wilson.
On September 14 the Austro-Hun¬

garian government invited all the
belligerent governments to enter into
non-binding discussions at some
neutral meeting'place, with a view to
bringing about peace.
Two days later President "Wilson

rejected the proposal, declaring that'
the American government had made
its position and purpose so plain, hav-
ing repeatedly stated the terms upon
which peace would be considered, that
it would entertain 110 proposal for
such a conference. i
Baron Burian, the Austro-Hunga-1

rian foreign minister, in announcing!
that he was not surprised at the re-j
. option of his peace note, declared
that it had already produced remark¬
able phenomena and would do so still
more in the near future. Rumors
have been prevalent in Vienna politi¬
cal ci. -that the foreign minister
would I send a second note to the
bellfger L which would contain
more prt je statements.

v,.-'

Reply Made When Unbinding
Discussion Was Suggested

Still Applies.

NO OFFICIAL NOTICE OF
PROPOSAL RECEIVED HERE

An Austrian appeal for an armistice
for discussion of peace on President
Wilson's own terms is regarded here
as the logical sequel of the Presi¬dent's rccent summary rejection of
the proposal that hostilities he sus-

| ponded for secret and non-binding
peace discussions.
What the American government's

| answer to such a:i appeal "woul<\ be
I is indicated by the statement author-
ized when the A ustro-Hungarian for-! eign minister complained that his ac-
ceptance of President Wilson's prin-
ciplos had not been noticed.that! peace could not be talked of upon any
terms so long as Germany and Aus-
tria occupied a single foot of con-
quered territory.

Lacks Official Confirmation.
The statement was authorized of-

fk-ially late last night that the Ameri-
; (ran government had received 110
peaee proposal from Austria. and had
no official information whatever con-
cerning new developments reported to
be impending in the Teutonic cam-
paign for j>eace by negotiation.i .New and more aggressive phases of
the Teutonic effort for peace by ne-

( gotiation before allied and American
troops invade- German soil evidently
are about to be. launched, and the only
question is the exact form they will
take. Officials here will be surprised
neither bv the Austrian armistice
plea which Bern press dispatches
through Paris last night said is com¬
ing, nor by a similar move by Ger¬
man v herself. Which the new chan¬
cellor. Prince Maximilian of Baden, is
said to have proposed or to be about
to propose in the reichstag.
There is no disposition to believe,

however, that an early end of the war
is in sight, in spite of the fai t that

!the Germans are ksuwn to be desper-
atelv anxious to halt liy diplomacy
the steady advance of their enemies
toward the Herman border.

Expected to Keep It Up.
proposals will continue to come! through, and tnere is no doubt here

that sooner or later, as the great task
of driving the Germans out o£ Hel-
"ium and France, progresses, the Teu-! tonic, alliance will crumble and seek

| such terms as were given Bulgaria. In
the meantime, every offer and sug¬
gestion is regarded as nothing more
'than a continuation of the long-
waged peace offensive, for the recent
reorganization of the German cabinet
is not regarded as Indicating any real
change of heart in Berlin or as. mak-i jng the actual. masters of Germany
any more worthy of trust.

Prince Maximilian's predecessors.
1 leading through various shades of ar-
roganee and concessions down to vonj Hertling, could not humble themselves
to the point of dealing with the enemy

! on the basis of confessed defeat for
the German arms. In the official y i.*v
here. Maximilian hopes to find a wayi to save Germany from this abasement
without completely abandoning the1 idea of a negotiated peace.
\nalyzing the propositions which heI is*expected to make, officials find that

J thev are in general a combination of
the ideas setout in the reichstag res¬
olution of July, 1917. with those of
Count Burian, the Austrian foreign
minister, and with some concessions
demanded by the social democrats at
their latest meetings. Regarding the
lirst looking to an immediate suspen-
sion of hostilities, it is suggested that
an armistice might be granted, or

I rather a suspension of attack by the
allies agreed lo long enough to per-

¦ mit the central powers to effect with¬
drawal of their military from all oc¬
cupied territory, but even in such case
adequate guarantees certainly would
bo exacted for the honest performance
of this obligation by Germany and
Austria.

...The proposal to send plenipotenti¬
aries to a neutral place to discuss
questions of a league for international
arbitration and disarmament is re¬
garded as a transparent effort to
anticipate the peace council and prob-
ablv would not be entertained for a

I moment for that reason. The same
objection lies against discussion of
the federalization of Austria, the right
of self-determination of the Russian
border states, restitution and indem¬
nification of Belgium, autonomy for
Alsace-Lorraine and the return of the
German colonies. It is not doubted
that the reference to Belgium at¬
tributed to Maximilian involves pay¬
ment of an indemnity by joint con¬
tribution of aVI the powers, an idea
already scornfully rejected by the
entente, and autonomy for Alsace-
Lorraine probably means a plebiscite,
Which would not return those prov-
inces to France, now that nearly ail
the adult male French population has
been driven out.
The reported intention o,. Germany.

Austria and Turkey to seek President
Wilson's good offices to ariange ail
¦irmistice. like the other moves said toi.. impending, would be received here
.IS nothing more than a continuance
of the efforts instituted by Count
Burian as far back as last January,
and repeated several times since, to
trap the entente into concessions by
a professed acceptance by the central
powers of the terms of settlement laid
.town bi* President Wilson.

iTOll THE
FOUR.TH
LIBERTY
LOAN .

THE HELPING HAND

ARMY OFFICERS
START PROBE OF
T. N: T. EXPLOSION

Situation at Morgan, N. J.,
Under Control and Further
Danger Believed Past.

PERTH AM BOY. X. J.. Octobcrj
5..Army officers investigating the
explosions which wrecked the great
shell-loading plant of the T. A. Gil-
lespic Company, at Morgan, es-j
timated tonight that the dead would
number not more'than fifty and the
injured 150. The property loss
probably will approximate between
?15,0(X>.obo and $20,000,000.
Late tonight the flames appeared

to be under control, and it was be-|
lieved danger of greater devastation
by ihe blowing up of stores of
trinitrotoluol was virtually over. All
that is left unexploded is buried
in underground caissons along the
bank of Cheesequake creek, upon
which the plant is located, or is
loaded on four barges tied up at the
company docks along that stream.

Gen. Williams to Investigate.
Jlaj. Gen. C. C. "Williams, chief of

ordnance of the United States Army,
arrived here tonight to conduct a

rigid investigation into the explo¬
sions and lire. Gen. Williams was

accompanied by Capt. Wilson, also
of the ordnance department, and
Lieut. De Nufilize, a French ordnance
expert. Upon their arrival they went
into conference with the Army of-

j fleers already here.
' Belief Stations for Thousands.

The Tied Cross has established re-
lief stations for the thousands of ref-
ugees an.d has the situation .well in
hand. Another station lias been
opened in South Atnboy. Albert AV.
Straub. assistant, director of the
Atlantic division, arrived tonight
with J10.000 in cash to be used in
relief worK.
Soldier guards, with fixed bayonets

and wilh loaded rifles, patrolled the
deserted streets, with strict orders to
prevent looting or disorder of any
kind.

Inspect From Airplane.
Army officers reported after a recon-

jnoissance by airplane that the location
[of the boats and storehouses is such
[that they believed there was slight
[probability it would be exploded either
by fire or concussion.
With the passing of the menace of

Ian explosion around the plant the
problem of caring for the homeless be¬
came the most serious tonight.
South Amboy, a town of about 10,000

population four miles north of Mor¬
gan, was virtually wrecked by the
series of blasts. Scarcely a building in
it remains habitable. Many were un¬
roofed and the walls of others blown
in. while every pane of glass was
broken.
More than 400 citizens decided to

spend the night there, however.

Belief for Wrecked City.
The Atlantic division of the Red

Cross established headquarters at
Perth Amboy this_ afternoon. Fifty
ambulances from New York and New¬
ark. with corps of doctors and nurses,
arrived to take charge of the si"lna¬
tion. Eight central depots were oi>en-
«d in churches, schools and other
public buildings. Commandeered au¬
tomobiles and cars driven by members
of the women's motor corps from Xew
York and New Jersey were sent out
to pick up fleeing refugees and bring
tbem back to the depots for shelter.
The Red Cross brought in from Xew

(Continued on Ninth P.z.i

£

WILL MAKE LOAN
CANVASSOUIETLY

3,500 Man and Woman Vol¬
unteers Will CaH at Homes

This Afternoon.

200 DISTRICTS IN CITY

DETAILS OF CANVASS.

Canvass begins promptly at 1
o'clock.
Every home in "Washington will

be visited.
Have your 10 per cent cash

payment (or check) ready for
canvasser.
Put your honor Hag in your

window and wear your button.
Make your subscription as large

as you possibly can.
Remember, our boys are giving

their lives.you are? only asked
lo lend your money.
Liberty .Loan Committee of D. C.

Everything is in readiness for the
great house-to-house canvass which
will start at 1 o'clock this afternoon
for the liberty loan.
The stage is well set for this can¬

vass of the homes of Washington. It
will be in marked contrast with the
other great liberty loan demonstra¬
tions which have been held here.
There will be no music or parading,

j no oratory or flag waving or ringing
of bells. In fact there will be abso-
lutely no effort toward the spectacu-
lar.
It will be a dignified procedure.

{Throughout the city more than 3,500
man and woman volunteers will be
seriously engaged in a patriotic en¬
deavor to raise Washington's fourth
liberty loan quota of 527,608,000.

All Will Get Chance.
Simultaneously 3,500 door bells of

homes in all sections of the city wiil be
rung at 1. o'clock*, this afternoon, thus
starting tne big undertaking on its
way. These 3,500 patriots will continue
at their task until the last house in
Washington has been visited.
Every resident of Washington, whether

permanent or temporary, will be given
an opportunity to enter his or her pledge
this afternoon for a fourth liberty bond
and thereby have his or her name placed
on the nation's honor roll of the greatest
and most tremendous war loan ever
foated by this or any other nation.
The city has been divided into 200 dis¬

tricts and each district will be solicited
by a team of twenty or more persons.
Included among the 200 team captains
and the 3,500 volunteer workers are men
and women high in official, business and
professional lile in the capital.
Secretary of the Treasury McAdoo

himself will be one of the canvassers.
He enthusiastically announced yester-
day that on this occasion he will be
«W. G. McAdoo, citizen of Washington,! and that he wants to see his home town
meet the present emergency bravely
and lead the country in loan sub¬
scriptions.

Many Professions Bepresented.
Among the volunteer canvassers

there also wtll be bank presidents,
prominent business men, lawyers,
doctors, insurance, government work¬
ers, prominent representatives of or¬
ganized labor, merchants, mechanics,
and, in fact, representatives of every
class of men.and women, all engaged
in an earnest endeavor to make pos¬
sible the successful carrying out of the
house selling plan which was decided
upou by the local committee when
the spread of influenza made it neces¬
sary to abandon all rallies and in¬
door meetings and gatherings.
The liberty loan committee forty-

eight hours ago decided to abandon
jaHogether p?ans which it had taken
months to prepare, and determined to
place the problem sqtiarHy before the
people of Washington for their seri¬
ous and conscientious action.
The wisdom of this course, and the

success of the plan already are as¬
sured. Xo stronger evidence of this
U needed than yesterday's record of
bond sales of any one of the forty-

-^jiuiiued on Seventeenth I'aseT)

THIRTY-ONE DIE 1

FROM INFLUENZA
HEREINTI HOURS

Majority of Fatalities Among
Workers Whose Homes

Are in States.

Thirty-one additional deaths from
influenza, the heaviest toll recorded
in the District in any one day since
the appearance of the disease, were

reported to the health department
between noon yesterday and 11
o'clock last night.
This number, added to the

twenty-seven fatalities recorded
during the twenty-four-hour period
ending at noon yesterday, gave a

total or fifty-eight deaths registered
in thirty-five hours.
Reports of the increasing fatality

were received up to the closing: of the
vital statistics bureau of the health
office, an hour before midnight. That
other deaths occurred during (he
eveninr which will not be reported
before today is probable.

Mostly Under 30 Years of Age.
All but two of the latest victims

were white persons, a majority of
them war workers whose homes are
in the states. Their ages are mostly
under thirty years. Tlis oldest per¬
sons to succumb are the'two .colored
victims listed, who were fifty and
sixty years old respectively.
George Washington University has

closed its doors for the duration of
the epidemic. Whether this action
will be followed by other universities
was not ascertained last night.
Commissioner Krowillow and Health

Officer Fowler kept in elose touch
with reports during the evening. De-

j spite the widespread and exhaustive
measures taken to cheek the spread
of the diseuse. the outlook for an
early abatement grows hourly more
discouraging.

Deaths Reported Last Night.
The deaths reported last night fol-

low:
Ruth A. Leetle. 19, Providence Hos¬

pital: Stephen J. Feeley, 26, Walter
Heed Hospital; Grace M. Goodliard, 2S,

152 T street northwest; Selverio Eliyrio,
122, Georgetown University Hospital:
Louis Faust, 36. Providence Hospital:
Clarence K. Whitmore, 27, 518 10th
[street southeast; Jos. F. ISellak, 29,
2102 O street northwest; Myra Scott!
19. 1212 IJelafield place northwest;
Nannie J. Perry. ::5. Washington Hotel:
William F. .Norwood, 28, Walter Jteed
[Hospital; Homer l»ye, 22, Waller
Jteed Hospital; Alice M. Klock, 33,
3933 Georgia avenue northwest; How-
aril Steidle, 26. 1311 W street north-
west; Jiilo A. Harnett, 36, Sibley Hos¬
pital; Jessie A. Robinson, 50, 2012
Franklin street northeast; Frank A.
Thormqr, 2S, George Washington Uni¬
versity Hospital; Floyd Bird, 21, Prov¬
idence Hospital; Edmund C. Bowel,
31, 332 E street northeast; Marshall
La Verne, 24, Emergency Hospital:
Marion Snyder, 1 year, 624 M street
southeast; Grace Osborn, 32. Emer¬
gency Hospital; Richard J. Barry, 33,
1527 Buchanan street northwest; Ma-
linda Purdy, 60, 467 Washington street
northwest; Louie Bunch, 32, 933 Vir¬
ginia avenue southwest; Edward E.
Adams, 28, 432 Columbia road north¬
west: Madeline H. Driver. 30. 201S

(LOiitmueu on sixth Page.;

Master List of Draft Numbers.

The official lint of draft num¬

ber* ax drawn September 13,
and which apply to the Dlatrlct
of Columbia, will be found on

pace 22.

SMASH ON BETWEEN
RHE1MS AND MEVSE;
FIGHTING IS BITTER
Huns Burn Villages in North

Preparatory to Retreat
to French Frontier.

BRITISH CONTINUE PRESSURE
IN ST. QUENTIN SECTORS
PARIS, October 5..Fort Brimont has been captured

by the French troops, the war office announces tonight.
The massif of Moronvilliers has been taken and the massif
of Nogent l'Abbesse encircled.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN FRANCE, Oc¬
tober 5 (by the Associated Press)..Wide gains of great '

importance have been made today by the fighting British
armies. In the north the line of the Haute Deule canal
has been reached and the Germans are hurriedly evacu¬

ating Lille.

By the Assorted Press.

American and French troops are crushing in the southern wall
of the German defenses with heavy blows along the front from
west of Rhciins to the Meuse.

In the north, under the menace of the British pressure from
Flanders to north of St. Quentin the enemy has set lire to Douai

I and other towns and villages in that area, evidently in preparation
for a retirement to the French frontier. Heavy explosions also
have been heard.

With the French covering the western outlet of the Grand
Pre gap through the Argonne forest, the Americans in an advance
of three miles between the Meuse and the Airs are rapidly closing
up the eastern entrance to the pass. Gen. Pershing's men in

| smashing blows Saturday realized a considerable advance all
along the front and took additional villages and heights from the

| Germans. The enemy resistance was most stubborn, as 011 this
i front the Germans are standing on the Kricmhild line, the last of

,their prepared defenses.
The Americans arc advancing toward Sedan and the great

communication line on which German security on the present front
depends. This important railway is only eighteen miles from the
American front.

On both sides of the Suippe the American and French troops,
under Gen. Gouraud, rapidly are driving the Germans from the
heights dominating the Champagne region east of Rlieims. The
Germans are retiring to the River Arnc. but the Americans already
have reached that stream at St. Etienne.

Northwest of Rlieims the French have forced several crossings
j of the Aisne canal, endangering the German rear in Champagne.

A German retirement on a considerable front to a depth of at

j least five miles in Champagne is not unlikely as a result of the
successes of Gens. Gouraud and Berthelot.

From St. Quentin north to the Lys, 011 the front before the
important bases of Cainbrai, Douai and Lille, the British are ex¬

erting strong pressure. The Germans are endeavoring to hold on

to their positions until the work of devastation in their rear is
completed. North of St. Quentin the British have driven farther
eastward the apex of the salient at Beaurevoir and Saturday cap¬
tured 1.000 prisoners.

r In Belgium the forces under King Albert maintain their press-
ure. Since September 28 the Belgians, French and British have
advanced nine miles on a twenty-five-mile front and have taken
10.500 prisoners and 350 guns.

German Retreat Quickens
Before Franco-Americans

By the AssociatedPrrst. tions. They have- taken prisoners
PARIS. October r>..The Grrman re- and machine (runs from the enemy.

treat before Gouraud" s army, which. PARTS. Friday. October 4.In aerial
'is supported by the Americans on I operations today nineteen enemy ma¬

chines were destroyed and three cap¬
tive balloons set on fire. French
bombing aviators were active in the
area behind the German lines. The
statement reads:
"Nineteen enemy machines were

destroyed by our aviators and three
balloons set on fire. Bombing aviators
dropped during the day 3,700 kilo¬
grams of projectiles. Several thousand
rounds wer" lired at enemy troops
and more than five tons of bombs
were dropped on them.

"Last night bombing aviators
dropped twenty-nine tons of bombs
on enemy cantonments and bivouacs
in the region of Lens and in the
valley ot" the Suippe and on the rail¬
way- stations at I.onguyon, CJiatelei-
Sur-Retourne, Vouaiers. Warmeri-
ville. Maison Bleue and Marie."

the right, is uuickening perceptibly.
French troops reached Betheniville
this afternoon, lying about three
miles north of Moronvillers.
FRENCH HEADQUARTERS IN

FRANCE, October 5, 5 a.m. (Reuter s).
.In eastern Champagne the Germans
are falling back on the line of the
Arnes river. This line has been
reached by the American troops, who
have taken St. Etienne-a-Arnes.

ROME. October 5..Italian units

aiding the French in the north of the

Aisne. it was announced today, have
overcome stubborn enemy resistance
and captured important height posi-

Yankees Reach LastDefenses
in Enemy's Brunhilde Line

By the Associ=trd Prtrt.

PARIS, October I..The forward
sweep of the Americans Is progressing
brilliantly, according to advices re-

ceivsd Li* t .> i'lcrnoQii.

The American forces are in contact

with the last, defenses of the Brun¬
hilde line, represented by tho woods
between Brieulles ami the Menso.

*r:.i sneiny ia reported to l>a«*


